en pmpany can teli the follbwing Lory. complete
_effOrt andﬁbravery of these men that. ourgmo .0 :BaY:

The original cadre of Gompany B, 275th Inf Regt arrlved at Camp d
on on May 1%, 1943, ' The slements consisted of men from the 9l

Oni. Jime 15, 1943, Company. B, 275th Inf Regt was activate
0th nf“Dlviaion, 4 Camp' ! dair, oregOn'; and ‘recelved moat o




A’ reconnalsance wae made ¢0aptain Schmied of. the Phill ip
‘area the night of December’ 51,'!944- There had been a battleiin K
“"the night before. ~The'Ootipany woved through Phillipsburg where signa: -0f the.
- previous battle were noticeable. - Dead and wounded lay along the.road: ‘that led 8
out of the town. As "A" Company turned off to the rodd to the right. toward o
~ ite objeotive and "B" Company continued on the road to the left; the: firet .-
 ehots were fired and the first prisonere taksn, The Company advanced up: the
~high ground that was the first objective and were immediately pinred-down: by
- 88 fire. Company "B" took its firet objective that day (Hill A)-and moved on-
" to take its second objective (Hill B) before nightfall. It was: here - the’ COmpany
“'was cut off and stayed for:five days without food, wWater, or shelier until”’
. .Captain Smhmied gave the order to surrender. The few men who escaped the enemy
- pincer move.fought in defense of the town of Philipeburg, France which the
enemy counterattackéd the following day. .

o Among those Killed in thisg engagament were-ﬁiﬁ!!rgman, Cpl Dupuy, and,
...~ PPoc Hynes. Thosa known to have been serious}¥y wounded at the time were. Osptain
Schmied, Commanding Officer, Lt Groffie, Lt Swmith, 8/Sgt Geldsgher, and Private:
Talbot. Further detaiia in behalf of thie Company are not yet clearly.knownr;

o Several days later -] sm&ll, weary and bewhiskered group, headed by S/Sgt
@lendOn Longworth arrived at theRear Area and related their escape &nd the
plight of the Company. It was this group tha¢ confirmdd the reports of the
heroic. stand. the Oompany wag making, although surrounded. L

. Gompnny “B“ Wasg reorganized a few weeks 1ater at Nouaaawellar, France
under thecapable guidance of Captain Donald U, Pence, a West Pointer. Aasigne
aa{Firet,Sergeant_was Lu@her Carbson. A nuckecus was made by the tranefer of
" meén throughout .the 275th Regiment into Jompay B. Shortly thereafter fillers:
arrived; the majority of whom were formerly basicly trdned in other branches
of the Service. These men were lumedistely given more Infantry trdning and
cocrdinated into what was soon to be a winning team. Thsse were ihe men” Who -
were: toeticcegsfuly attack. and- outfight the enemy.. These were to be the men’
on whom the spearhesd ¢f a Regiment would depend‘ upon which the “fightinng
irit“ of a Gompany vas to carry on,

R -~ Many aucceaaful raconnaiaance and combat patrols were made at duak
‘Tprobing the defenses of Lixing,France; which wae holding up the advance of

+'4he lst Bn 275th Inf. . The: -obstackes of spow and sbeet held no barrier; for -
‘the new shgpan of lat Lt John Hi Morrison’ “We re here to Eill Krauma!" had

-’ become the byword of the Company. :

“’-?ﬁCaptain Donald O. Pence Haa serious&y wounded while gallantly leading _
: ombat patrol in fulfilling its. migsion near Lixing, France. He was later
rdécofm nded"for the Meédaliof Homors .. - . : : '
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U e d el galdy
45rQaptaianillardsW€;Hawke-(than?latrht)AwasE%Eé{;nﬁ
'fDuniﬁgﬁthe:éourae[offthe'week"aeve:alﬂpatrolsngrpi

aint&ind.in the vieinitys

_ he :Oompay moved to Hundlington, ‘France}. wh reivigorous
reining:was endorsed and instituted, This wae in preparation:for the attack
that:was to foll shértly -thereafters” This was the training that wae to:latel
" proveits worth.in combat and uphold a spirit that was to be known as YBattlin'

=B~ Co" A Company that could do its job in combat as a winntig team; '
~capable supervislon of Captain Willard W Hawke and his etaff of leads i
hdd become a Cowpany with an elment within a unit. & dpendable aquddileadsr.:
with dependable men. A detmrmination to carry out all orders. .4 determimation
and will to ®Kill Krauts". This was the new "Battlin ~ B- Go"}.

: . On Februey 17, 1945 thenew "Battlin -B- Co" juwped off from Ruling, France
‘on what was to be thelr greatat achievement; and dvancefs toward ‘the Slegfrie
Linel A ewlft advancs over hilly terrddn brought -the outfit to Alstingen, Pr
appfoximately;two'kilometera'frOm_the Main Defenses of the Slegfried Line, -
After & nighx”bf'incesaant_shelling by 88e the attack continued into the Stifts

" wald Forest, France.

.-+ Heavy resistance on the left flank near Forbach, France continued after
. . Company B tock &n important hill. On February 22, 1945, Pvt Arthur H. Mower,
Portland, Oregon, skilPfully Placing his machine gun in an effective position,
couragsously covered the advance of a comrade through hazardous territory to -

. eliminate suocessfully an enemy tank which was spearheading & feame forceful -
counterattack. The tank neutralizsed, he then bravbly poured a continuous atream

of fire into hostile riflemen, contributing iomeeursbyy to the scattering of - .
- the sneuwy counterattack. _ : The

On 22 Fobruary 1945 T/Sgt Glendon C. Longworth, St Louis,Mo, and hia men
- of the lst plétoon were subject to heavy enemy artillery fire. The intenaive
- shelling netted eighteen casualties. GCut off from the remainder of the Company-
by the enemy fire, T/3gt Longworth disregarded his own safety,moved among his
men, caring for the wounddd and skilfully directing the platoon'’s operations
through the night and the following day. During the entire operation he kept.
hie Company Commander informed of the developments of the engagement. - Hig’ S
"~ Buperb leadership and ekill in holding the almost untenable position with only. = -
twalve wen enabled the, copany to advance to its important objective. T/Sgt - . ..
;LOngwqrth received the Silver 3tar for this actiocn. During this action Ceptain. - ;
- Willerd W Hawke was wounded in the left leg; but refused to be evacuated. RN

_ When the atiack of the-first piatoon was halted by heavy artillery, mortar, =
and small arme fire, Privie Dwight C. Strickler, a wortarmsn, noticd that the -~ .
platoon’s medicd aid maAnwNaa among the several casualties. Disregarding the
hostile fire, he picked up the wounded medicalaid man's firet sid kit and
cerried the wounded to.cover, where he gave them first aid. Hia courageous L
initiative prbbably saved the lives of several men. In a subseguent engagement - " -

- Private Strickler lost his 1ife in the performace of hia duties. His home is
- Grottoes, Virginia, . - .. . : . o




. :j;outflank the Company's positions. ~Recognizing the critical situation he
© . volubarily left his foxhole gnd-crossd open terrain to & position from which -

: ;Throughoutmtwo:a_rong_onem counterattaoks, which threatened theom omp
position, Sergeant Harold L. Blehm, Madisonville, Ky, refused to yield, kep
'his maohinegun erew: n”action.. When ‘his first gunner was woudad ‘he’ poroonally

sounteratie ck.’ Awer _
U H{E courageous action dn. face bf great. odds enabled Gompany ®B" to hold -
" *"hard won ground and- exemplifiea the highest staddards of courage in the Armed_

" Forces of.the United States, In a suboequent &tion Sergeant Blehm waa kiled -
“in the perfornanoo of - hia dutlea. e . I

Gn February 25, 1945 a akirm1ah with the enemy 8/8gt Earl Oollina (then v
P?t) Knoxvilke, Tennessee, when surrounded twice by hostile fordes, fought - his Ty
way free with the use of his rifle and hand grenades. Locating en ummmned A
machine gun, he turned it loose on the enemy, then when the ammunition was.
oxpnded, he picked up a BAR and continued his aessault killikg several of. the
enemy. - Three days later, when- the enemy again infilrated wihin fifiy feet::
‘of his position, S/Sgt Gollina fOrc& them to flee, with the uase of hia ritle

.and hand grenades. : -

_ On this day the enemy attackad the ri ht flank of Company *B" with a tank
.and Infantrys. During the attack Pfc Charles Garland (then Pvt) Lakeview, . '
Oregen, moved from tree to irsee; through heavy smil arme firg repaatedly firing_
on the attacking toops. He deceived the enemy rs to the mumber of men in action
on that flank, thus causing them to deploy; slowing the counterattack which waa
later repelled., This was an inportant factor in enabling the company to hold

.1ta poaition. N

-+ It was this same oarly morning, near Saarbrucken, Germany that Pvt Thomaa
_Graen, Brewton, Alabama observed a tank eupportd by infantry attempting to

"“he ‘could fire on the enemy riflemen. Then, woving from tree to iree, Prlvato
Green fird with auch accuracy and volume that hostile forces withdrew.

: Pvt Robert W is.ul‘l:. Ghippewa County, Mlohigﬂn, in Stiftswald Foreat, ?ranoa
- on 2% February 1945 axpoaed himself to aimed hostile fire for the purpose of
locating the enemy gun positions. Ths gowpany wae under a heavy artillery
-, concentration during this period. Pvt “ault wae reinforced by rocket launchers
- and mechine guns. While remaining exposed and firing hie rifle, he’ deliborataly
ad)usted mortar fire to wihin 55 yarda of his own poaitlon.

A heroiec aohisvement was made by PPé Morris Rubin, Chicago, Ilinoia on
25 February 1945 near Saarbrucken, Germeny. When his oomrdes wers being
forced back during a strong hostile counterattack, Pfc Rubin remained at his :
machine gun and continued to Pire at the oncoming enemy. ‘48 & result of his 7
courageoua devotion to duty, the .enemy was delayed and subsegently repelbd. o
Pfc Rubin's heroic action was inspiring to his follow shdiera and we instrumentd
in enabling his oompany to hold its position.

'

 On the high ground overlooking Saarbruoken, Germany, AN gnd ’0' Companies
withdrev because of a tank attack, Oompany "B" held its ground and atopped o
the counterattack; thereby saving the lst Bn position. In thia period of . .3
seven days there were eight officers of this coumpany listed as casualtiea. L -
Before replacements Wére received one officer and %5 men were left. This -
high grownd wag Hitler 8 Holy Ground, blessed by Addlph Hitler when ho came’
into Franoe. _ . :




th: dé gfried line. The tecon
edi'sugessful’ in obtaning information., It 'was late
.the danger of Schu miness - . ¢

'qn'.ﬁ'March'lgéﬁfﬁf*

Because of the stdlward efforts aleng the 8iegfried Line Compan
_vwas glven the honor of ocoupying Saarbrucken after its capture.. Qur
OP and billete wers ssi-up in a dilapidatd section of Saarbrucken,’ Ger

A fevw days later we moved to wore spacious and luxurious quarters. ' The
uisaions assigned-WerefMilitaryf”ontrpl of the Clvilian Population under the:
guidance'othhe-Military;ﬁp?ernﬂéﬁt::Road Blocks, and: guard duty at a:Displacd
Peraons,Camp;:uTha'reaultsaofjtheféfficiancy of owr unit wers ao satisfactor
. thd 4 the Military Government reguested our continued presence. However, &
few wesks theresfter Company "B" was relleved and proceedsd to Springingen,
Germany-for,furth@r;training.{ ,“”; ' - . :

From Springingen, Germany we proceeded to Frankfort AM, Germany.  Our. .
mission was to guard vital inetallations and maintain socurity in the assigned
area. The CP and billets were located in an exclusive seoction of the city. | w
Every enlisted man and Officer had his individusl bed; many of the men had [,
their individual rooms. A few weeks later saw SHAEF Headquarters designating

our locality as a section of their new heddquarters to be made in Frankfort aM,
Germany. o e ' S

[

A move wae then made to Fechenhiey s Germany., Our mission was to guard.
- @ Ruseian Displaced Persons Campe - o o

A shoff_time thereafter Company B waa agsigned to guard installationa'in
Frankfort &M, Germany. " Among these the outstanding was the German Reichban

Thie was a central collecting point of gold and art treasures accunulatd by
the Nazi Regime, - : ' o : ' S

The Officigl Company Newapapar'waa the“ﬁAKEH BULLETIN", and.waas printed;fﬁi
- daily. Distribution was mad to.all men; and mailed to saveral former members
of the Company. : L ' : : S

4 luxorlous and spaceous Beer Garden was obtained and designated as bhe )
"Battlin ~B-Co" Country Club, . Here units from far and near gathered to drik
beer and listen to the music of Erhardt Bushke and his orcheskta. Here the
reputation of "Battlin =B~ Co" beceme known far and near through the conversation
and gathering of Soldiers and Wace. Here the productions and antics of Ffe

Henry and Pfc McDonald were held, o

Qur instalstions were gradually rdieved until the misaion solky became
to guard Prisoners of War on work detailas. For the outstanding work done in
thie respect a commendation by SHAEF Headquartera was bestowed on the Second
Platoon of this Company.. - Lt Fenosiff is Platoon Leader and Sgt Komoroske o

A-fow woeke later a__th}'ee___ : déj‘fl’-‘-ma'rgh was made to our new._.ara; the sniail-.
village of Eschbach, Germany. Here a vigorous training schedule is now under
. WAY: . . L N g L
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