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The 70th Infantry Division cedre, um'rmmm fron the enks of the
9lst Infantry Division, filtered in to Oamp Adadr, Oregom during the early
- wocks of 1y, 1043, Iy 13 imy 1043, the emiine ondre had reported, and arcund

this mawleus of Areinod soldisry, the 70tk Division x to tales form, Thers
followed & course in cadrs training, snd on 15 June 1 tha 7Oth Divisien
was offiaially orgenised,. By a ooine . om 15 e 1044, President Roomovelt

:r:f:;:d this dats as "Infantry Day"s a: £i4tang snniversary A2 to the
v . _

The first fillers to swell the yanks of she diviston mde thedy Sppearancey
in Augmt,. 1043, Purther £illers srrived 40 £i11 the rnks until the firet
weok of Beptender, 1943¢. On 15 Septewber 1943, with elaborate aerenonies and
distinguished guests at Drediey Dowl, the division was offisially sotiwated,

Aotiwmtion Dey was & oriep, ool and munny autum deyw~porfact woathsr for
& perfaot oocesion, mnd the persormel of the diviaion were in good, high spirite,
The progren was high~lighted by little unsoheduled itens of hmmn intsrest,
There was the 40ddling ohild who wosnpered soroes. the open sren and up on to
the stand, eluding 4he clutehing 14, There was the 133t1e white dog who
erawisd up on the stand and sniffed : iy of the microphone. stend, sn-
he would hxve to o favorite tree; until he wus shooed awny, With the comslusion
of the cerexonies, the mom mrobed off the Cisld, an motiwmied Fighting divisian,
At the time of actiwation, the lat Battalion, I7Bth Infantry was commnded by
stern, fair bhut emeting Lt Col (then Major) Macaalke, _

Following motivation, there ware hours of drill on hot munny days, Thers
were daya on end of marching 40 the rifle mnge; and squatting, sitting, lnooling
and lylng prona in thw puddles on the firing 14me) all done in & peypetial,
driving min,. There vere bivoumoes and probloms conduoted in more yain, On
15 Deseubor 1945, the division bed of flsially concluded bumia timining,.

During the niddle of the month of Mmery 1544, the fired group of nmen,
all privetes and privetes firsy olass, were tmnsferved cud of the division to
411 the yanka of the Olst Division, than readying iteelf for enbarimtion,
Severe]l additiomml groups followsd to further wwsll the ranke of the Slse,
uatil approximtely one~third of the origiml 70th Division wanm serving with
ths Slsd, the payent division of ths 70th.. FPollowing this, mm's troops were:
token from the ranks of the 70th to bring up the ranca of ether divislons
alerted for overseas shipront, , _

Thers followed an influx of nee men—Alr Corps, ASTP and now industoeos
all oomtributed to bring the 70th diviesion up 4o strengih,. :

On 20 July 1044, the fivet elemnts of tha Iah Bavialion, 27%4h Infandry
- Yoty Onimp A&i;., m;m for Fart Leward ¥Weod, Missourl, fThe songenial mpirid
of ths group on this trin ride wes of sarked eonhrast to the somowhat appre=
hensive attitude of tha new acldiers detamining ah Oanp Adair some ronthe
previouslys Tha last sleasnts of the battalion 9lowed Into ths row arem at

Fort loomapd vood on 24 July 1994, :
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' Kistorgeelst mn, 275th Inf, (Contimed) | .
R0
Yo mny ws brought home the truth of the army adage *There's no ohap) ;

no good as ths ons you just 1efs, none no bAd as the omo youlte at*, At
Adalr the men griped ahout *Goat meat® and the weather, and d4d not oonsider the
spaclous Pr's, the hot mumer days whish wore always followed by gool nights,
sxd ths conveniont, bun sohsdulss to the neardy friandly 1i4tle towns, within
& Wmifshour’e bus ride, Fopt Leomsrd Wood nd nons of thess, hut o the bulk
of the men it wae no more than & day's trevel away from homs, To a large degreo,
tho proximity to home compenssted for Fors Woodls shorteonings,.

At Fort Leotmrd Wood the bastalion recsived more tredning in weals subjeota,

~ Squad problase were stressecd, in the knowledge that the squed leader is the
basldiony of tho Areps. A4 Fort Wood the bastalion lost Lt oel momila in a
tanafer, wd the battalion cane under the goowsyd of Lt Ol Plorog, #ith the
transfor of Lt Col Plarce, Mjor Duffie, executive offiger of the attalion,
tock tewporary clarge, Jajor Iuffls was gemdnely lllced and respoetsd by all
tho nmom of dhe tattalion, and it wan with regreh that the battalion learnad a
new oserander was $o ba plased in ohayge, Shortly thereafiar the battalion was
oommrded by Ly Col mlloy, ona of the hest-liked and most thoroughly reapectad
offieara to oommand ¢he unist,.

Undsr Lt Col mlloy the fired alemants of the batdalion Left Fowt Leormpd
- ¥ood an 15 Naveubor 1944 for the staging Arat; Oamp lMyles itandish, Mmesschumetts,
The last elemanta of the lo¢ Dattalion, 27%th Inf olosed into the péaging eren,
on 20 Hovember )04,

"Jtandieh wap olt,* was the general consensus of opinion among the men,
vith plenty of fool and nearky entertainoent, but the say was not & long cne,
tn 6 Deseuber 1095, in tha froety chill of the merning hours, the tattalion _
entrained for the short ride to the dook,. To the s¥raine of the ship's orohestra,

‘and ¢he wallenoont by mmger oonsolation of soffes and doughmts, the tatialion
bosrded tha trenapord, ? '

The ehip upont which the regiment travelled was vamed ths "West Point®,
having formerly besn s hwry liner, the “Amoriea®, The Yeat Poind was the |
largest oomeroial boat buflt in the United States, gressing 26,000 tona,. She
tad basn steipped of hor unnecesmsry appointoents, and vefitted with bunk:a
in every nodk and oramy, but she was ptill, to the men of the rogliaoemt, A
good deal, gompared to a liberty ship", iost of the mew of the pepinent tnd
naver salled an anything larger than s row-hoss,. and had their fliest wipleasant
axporienss with som~alokness on the £irest night oud of part, Fulling out of
Boston Fexbor at approxioately 1600 6 Decenbar 1045, the ehip nosed fnto the
aold, gmy rolling swall of the Morth Atlantice. A deay lster found her hundrads
of miles South, skirting the coret of the Garolinns; then swinging her prow
Zantward, passing not top weny miles frus Baynidis. Aftor mapy days of monotony,

- broan only by the appesyense of flying fish and an coossioml sinrk, the Keet
Polnt peswad tho cosote of Spain and Afrins. The Stmits of Gibpeltar, a
mere pin prick of distance on maps, proved to be wide emough 0 atring & fleet
of battleshipe, and %o and, _ :

N ) 2 4 ) t
(n 15 Decscher 1044, the Wept Foint dooked at Marseilles, Franoe. A
mreeulag. hs unita t.lﬂ;ﬁ had ehipped ovorseas and comprised t%ﬂr;t alomsnta
of the division to reach tho Huropean thsatar, ware shristensd *Task Force

ferron”, Task Forpe Herren was enotusped ath OF 2, ntar Alix, France,.
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Aistory—lst fny Z7h Infy, (ontimied)

The equipping of tho lst Dettalion continued at CF 2 offisiontly and un~
hrrisdly, until, rethor abruptly i secnod, Task Forcs B;rm waB algrt.od Tor
moverent o the front, 14 wae hore ay QF 2, a$ the time the division was to
wove 40 the front thet the battalion losh Lt Ol Malloy, and apain Lt Col
Plorce wvas placed in olnrge, The first elesnts of 1a% Battallion, 279th Infantry
lof't OF 2 on 22 Decamber 19044, in world War I vintage box saro=~the famed
*Forty and Kighte% Tha oars were aduitiedly cattle oays, emeily attentod to
by the scand of previous cocupanis s3ill porenpiiblae in the irerior,

A8 the train and motor oomvey moved towesnd a regisgyous 86 the from
foolinga wero mixeds The optimlstic belloved the war wia couing o o quis &ndg
the peseintotie polnted to the German drive then under s Fubhing South at
& speod end affentiveness tiat threatenad to aplit the Allind 1ine wide opan,.
Immediately prior to antredning for the Tront, the war tock on & persorl aspeot
with the {souence of two bandalaers of cartridges and e full certridge beit,

A9 the trein approsohed the front, the grimmer fhcets of the wey beoano
sfident, Dead Gorme were sesnr-iuddled hoaps of olothing, bwmed out tanks,
Amevican end Germn, and innedereble fox~holes, Little sobering influsnces
sogured continuounly,. At one point the troop frein was sidewtrsaked, 1o be
by-pagsed by & hoepital tmin, fmpresnively olean and white and eanitary
‘through the glass comch windows, Somoone honsstly remriosd later, *I} mve
mo & furmy Peeling inoide, watohing thad tyein go by," -

In tho desolate shil) of eayly worndng on 29 Deoamber 1943, tho let Dettalion
dstrained at Srumth, France and were spoken to shortly by Lt Col ¥ierdo, As
Lt Col Flaree told the nosembled men tiad in less then forty-alight hours thay
would be on the front, an elmost tangible quiokening of pulses could bs Lelt,
Hore the lot Dattalion, 275th Infantry begin the nomdis 1Life of pert of a thok
foroo attached 40 another division (the H5th)s _

On 25 Deceuber 194k, the battalion having moved to Gouderhaim and foerdt
since detratning ad Brumth, the lst Battalion received Ste wild initiation to
the front, After a short stay at ilcerdt, the battalion ma moved to Relohshoffen,

_then to wireshatm,

On 2 Jeumry 1945, conelderably cockisr than when it detmined at Brumth,

- the lot Battalion moved into Fhillipsbourg, Freange %o atiack the Géerman positicne
to the North of the town,. The battnlion OF wes established in Phidlipsbourg,

aend A &nd B Companies went on o tho Horth sdge of 4he town, 1o atteak the

enwny in ¢he hills to the Horth, Cotpary O woe in reserve, dug in on the high

groard te the West of, and hmdhtqu “aa:l gent, to the town, A retmint of Cospany

‘D and prectioully ell of ig Company ¥®%adtuntad within the towns. The nild
initintion to the front rogeived by the battalion ad Hoerdd Mad & lulling effact

on the men of the baitialion, A lone snlpsr in the weods to the West proved to

be mors of & diveraion than & threat, Shooting at imponeibly long Bange, he fuiled
%o saore any hits, and the porsonncl remmining in the town lined the long eingle
etreet of Phillipsbourg ae Af watohing & comedy, As & 57 ma gun and & little
later 100 HE shelle slamwd ints the woods nmax his position, ha beat & hasty

ratreat,. . .
During the night of 2~3 Jummry 19¥, the town wme subjected to sporedin
artillory five, wrying in intensity, In ¢the sarly meming hours 4he artiliery

tarrage inoredssd in Antonsity and then died sompletely, Inm dbe OF, plaps
wers ‘g:!.ng formalated to cintinua tha atteok, A and B Companies Ind atisekod,
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and the reserve ewmany, Omupeny 0, was to he sonzitted, Receiving last nmirute
inptructions from Lt Ool Pisrce, Capt Grotheor, ooznd ing Compeny ¢, azluted and
turnod temad the door, As he did eo, & single rifias shot sheitored the carly
morning quiste I8 was followed by several more, then by the herrerep of & Gemen
mehine platol, and the battle for poessssion of Phillipeboury iad bogun,.

The eneuy otrunk wosh heavily from a. generelly Soutlwestern dirsotion, and
swung towdrd the Horth, The attnok was lsunched a4 0735, The Serman forge uae
cbvisusly mmerically superior to tho American, and an attept wvan rade %o
recall Companies A and B %o defendd the town,. Ald sttomptea ab commnication
failed, and the defense of the town rested with the persornel remmining thare,
The Germn foroes atimcisd repeatodly, but each attompt wes unsuceeseful, Al
avallable poraonnel wore prosssd into combat pervios, and it wes not umueual to
find & meohanis, a driver and an office workor firing fronm windows of the pome
house, In the afternvon the encay shifted his attack Lo drive from the northern
adge of ths towne In the sarly afterncon, somwnieation wan destroyed with
the rosr Ine#llations, ard the battalion was sub off from all suppors, s
outlook became imnreasingly bleak during the afiernoan, as the onamy worked lLila
vay South touwsrd the adge of the towvne Tl olimax of the angRsenent oA
abruptly with a shouted warning relayud down the strest, "onemy tanis and
infantry ooming down the etreet,® As tho bettalion propared itaslf for & lapt-
ditoh atand, o platoon of mwmrican tanits, with soooupanying infemtry, under
the comand of Lt Ool talley, cane up from the Soubh, effsctively chesiing the.
Germmn Gdvance,

The battle for rhillipebourg reged fowr dayss funoers, sent out to looste
A and 5 Companies during lulls in the saotlen, were umsble o leootte them,. A
Compary wap later found to lmve baon cut off and awrrgmded, hut infilatmted
baek $0 the regizental area, Cospany B, it vas lesxyned later, Ind been cut
off and surrounded, After mking &n horols etand, with no food or drinking
wabor other tian that mde by melting snow, with some killed and weveral bedly
woundad men, the compeny wee sucrendared om, it %2 belleved, 8 Jamary 1945,

Ralieved, the fiml slomente of the battallon wovoed frow Phillipohourg and
on 7 Jamary 104 the remente of the battalion ware dug in on the loy expanse
of Wintersherg, above the Ltown of Kioderbronne. 8 Jammry 145 fuund the
battalion in Nisdorbromn, sweiting committmnd to & new arem,. On 9 Jamary
the battaliom wes plaoced in position neay Ober Intiml, Prance, and an atiagk
was launohed by A and O Companies against the Gersn positiona there, Further
deploted by thia motlon, the lattalion wan relievsd and withdrawn, On 13
Jammyy tha battalicn was moved to lampertslosh,. :

It was ab lamportalooh, tint the battalion ressived the good nous-—ve
were no longer “m Foros i.ierrm“, attnohed 4, the 45th Division, bhut were
now & congolidated forve, the 70th Liviedon.. -

' ; : : ' | eor,

From lanpertslesh, on 14 Jamary 1045, the Bitialin noved to Nouswellsr,

Pranos, ares, whore the sthble existence &e part of & division was & welcoms
ohangs from the wandering axistense as part of o tasi fores.

' remained in o defansive position in the Nousvedler, mdenbromm,
mmLh; 32:133 furthep troining wae bepm for the push that was %o o;m with
fayorable weathor, Rusor tad it that the whole Averioan line mktg' pont ogm
tha 15th of February, and the customry sweating out of the ;w gha@m d
only action engaged in at this time were patrols sent to foe i

ol



Batory=—iny By Z7Tth Infy (Oontiniod) - | o
sat mﬁ m:lgn Fo:nr:y 1;915;‘ the u:;uult to the Baet wen begun by the lat \
: vith o drive into Oompmny As Reorganized B Oc
pushed 4  bouny to ﬁmm attack, ¢ 5m alraled lr;tf%"{!n
odge of tomm, and pushed farward with A Compasy, Elemeris of D dozgmny were
atiachod to the atinoking companies for réing fire, Lixing was secured
ad 1200 4had day, and the bastalion ) Eagbwmrd, It was in Lining ting
It Gol Pierce was wounvled by 83 sluapnel, and the battalion came under the
oczead of the vory cowsgsous B jor Cahoune -

At 0050 20 Fobruary, G Company crosssd the LD toward Alsding, with the
Gormang withirawing without gontesiing too stronglys 7The sttack contimied
unatated until reaching the Stiftewld Porest, on the heighte abowa Searbruckens

. Hors the emsmy turn and caunteorattscked savagely, with the mupport of tanks,
The tlde of mttle surged forwsrd and backward, with the heaviest attacik
experienced on the night of 22 Pebruary, whon the German forees came parfhusly
sloss ta driving the lattalion back into the town of Alsting, In ove phape
of ¢he agtlon, Gorzan troops ware withim 200 yards of the forard battalion OF,

At the action taperad off, tho lat Hattalion war s8il) in'posveseion of
tha commanding terrein, althiough bedly depleted, Hors, in the Stiftsweld
Forest, overlooking Jsarbrusien, Germeny, the beiiallon reformed itsolf,
reoeivad fillers, ond the sustomry sweating out of the inavitable goming attuole
o Gaarbrucken begen, HSsarbrucken and the veunted Slegfried Line gave reml
sause Sor sweating out, ecapneially in view of the cbricuz river orassing to
be atimupiods. Feelor rids wore mumercus, and deme rumor wes rampant in the
battallon, Tentative plans were aotually drawn in battalion headquerters for
ths anphibicue aotion,

The propased river srossing fortwately never came to piss, The sweep
of the Third Army Scuthwmrd, nlong the rear of the filegfried Line, threstennd
to out off the Gemmn defondera of Zsarbrusken, and they sbandaned the posiw
tion, On 15 Ixroh 1905 a patrol atteumpted e daylight penetyation of the
dragon testh fronting our pasition, and sustalned 93 porcent casumlilen,
Oompanies awalting the attack swoated a 1ittle more.. .

On 20 (arch, with no opposition, the lsh Battalion, 275th Infantry rode

into Searbruckon, This termimted the coled cmreer of the battalien in the
. furopenn Theater of Opesntions. The headleng withirawal of the Germsn forees,
left the dattalion in the wake of the mirsuing Averioan srymiss,. .

The problem of ooccupation nexh fell to the battalion, The werewolf
organization proved to be little wmore than & nyihe Tha open hoetility of the
populoce as the battelion onterad Cormany poemsd to sofien the deeper into

Gersmny the battalign penstreted,

On 25 larch the battalion moved into the viginity of Bann, Oermasy,
Tt wes &t Bam that the hettalion was strafed by a prowling Oermsn Junkors
JU 88 night fighter, Thare wore no cammities, On Bawter Sundhy, Papry,
the battelion puved into ths vieinity of tber Hilbersheim, whers the mexbers
af $ho tattalion I and It Sestion confissated an Ameriesn flag, containing
45 stars, in the posssesion of & Jermn fanily, The flag ad boen received
fron b foruer Gernan immigrant, who hmd retuwrned 4o his mstive land and
presanted the Tlag to the townapesple prior 4o the Piret world wp,
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Historyemlet B, 275th Inc, (Comtimted) (..
On 21 April 1045 the battalion moved 4o Prazikfort ai, for o pleasmm stay,
It wan af, Frenkfort thed tim attitude of at lenst met of the populage booane
ovident, with the outting of scoo telephine wires, The culprit wes not appro=
handed, bub the eot wie not repoatod, : _ .

On 7 iy 195, while the tattalion was b1dlatted in Fmmcfort, the var
was declarad over,. - : _



